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recognize that my personal loss is small in comparison with the per-
manent loss of this large collection of manuscripts, which belonged to
one of the most enlightened and generous of the local governments of
India. I can only express my deep sorrow at having been the innocent
occasion of such a loss, which was, of course, wholly beyond the power
of any mortal to foresee or prevent. Yad bhavyam tad bhavisyati.
The India Office Library of London entrusted to my care all of the
manuscripts of the Vikramacarita in its possession. Its librarian,
Dr. Frederick W. Thomas, did much more for me than is ordinarily
expected of a custodian of books and manuscripts. It was thru
his intercession that I obtained the loan of all the manuscripts which
came from India. With genuine tod wholly disinterested courtesy,
he has spared neither time nor trouble in assisting me in my work.
My thanks are due to him in as large a measure as to anyone. I
hereby acknowledge his audaryam paropakaram ca (to use an oft-
recurring phrase of this work) with gratitude and pleasure.
Professor Johannes Hertd has shown a very kindly interest in the
development of my work. He has furnisht me with some valuable
hints as to method, based on his,, own large experience in work of this
sort, and has given me several bits of useful information, which I have
incorporated in my book.
The Library of the Johns Hopkins University has helpt me by re-
ceiving for my use a large number of loaned manuscripts. Its librarian,
Dr. M. L. Raney, has assisted me in every possible way, and has
given no small amount of his time and attention to my affairs.
I have been materially assisted in " reading back copy " for the
Sanskrit text contained in the book by two associates in the Sanskrit
department of the University of Pennsylvania, Dr, William Norman
Brown and Dr. Henry S. Gehman.
The editor of this series, Professor Charles R. Lanman, has made me
his debtor in many ways, — not only by affording me the coveted op-
portunity to publish my work in the Harvard Oriental Series (thus
insuring at the start a wide hearing at least), but also by sacrificing
large amounts of Ms time, in spite of many other demands upon it, to
the task of increasing the usefulness of the publication. That his
suggestions have been most valuable and fruitful needs not to be told
to the world of Sanskrit scholars; for they know Ids sound and accurate
scholarship so well that any words of mine would seem out of place, I
shall always remain iix the highest degreegratefiuJi lor Ms selE-sacrificiug
interest in the success of my undertaking*

